GEOLOGICAL
60.   ON THE PARALLEL ROADS OP LOCHABER.
[Read before the Royal Society of Edinburgh, 6th March, 1848. Reprinted from the Editiburgh New Philosophical Journal for July, 1848, Vol. XLV. p. 49. On reading this paper, consult the Map of the Shelves or Parallel Roads of Lochaber, in Vol. XLIV. of this Journal.—Reproduced on nest page.]
THE Parallel Roads, Shelves, or Terraces, of Lochaber, constitute a wonderful inscription, traced by the hand of Nature, over the surface of a wide range of mountains and glens. To interpret this writing, and to disclose the story which these mysterious but clearly-marked characters transmit, has long been an object of much interest, as well as of great perplexity, to geologists. As yet, however, no one has succeeded in arriving at an explanation of the subject, which, after having undergone the scrutiny of others, has given general satisfaction; and scientific men are still, perhaps, as much divided in opinion as ever in regard to the nature of the operations by which they suppose these terraces to have been produced. Two papers, taking different sides on this question, have appeared in the last two numbers of Jameson's Philosophical Journal,—the first by Mr David Milne, and the second "by Sir George S. Mackenzie. The new and very interesting discoveries which have lately been made by Mr Milne in his researches among the hills, are brought forward by both writers in confirmation of their respective theories. These discoveries, however, when taken in connection with the highly important principles of the motion of glaciers recently developed by Professor Forbes, appear to me to be far more strongly confirmatory of the leading features of the explanation given by Agassiz; at the same time that they enable me to develop this explanation more fully, modifying and correcting it in some degree, so as to make it